
The Rev. Kent Ward Kinney
March 1, 1930 - December 6, 2022

The Reverend Kent Ward Kinney, age 92, a 33-year resident of Lake Bluff,
Illinois passed away peacefully at home on December 6, 2022. 

 

He was born and raised in Los Angeles, California, the son of Dana and
Isabelle Kinney. After high school he served in the United States Army during
the Korean War. 

 

After his time in the service, he attended and graduated from UCLA, and went
on to attend Princeton Theological Seminary, where his journey in church
ministry began. Kent married Carolyn Rae Peterson on October 17, 1959 at
the First Presbyterian Church in Hollywood, California. 

 

He was first called to Faith Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, Maryland,
followed by a two-year faculty position at Princeton. Holland, Pennsylvania
was the next stop where he founded the Northampton Presbyterian Church,
followed by seven years at the Clinton Presbyterian Church in Clinton, New
Jersey. Rev. Kinney and his family then headed west, landing in Missoula,
Montana where he served the First Presbyterian Church for many years,
making lasting memories and friendships. After leaving Montana the family
moved to Lake Bluff, Illinois where Rev. Kinney would become a fixture at the
First Presbyterian Church of Lake Forest, even retiring a few times! 

 



Rev. Kinney was dedicated to his ministry to serve Christ in the church and
cherished his later years visiting people in nursing homes and hospitals. He
remained active with yard work, reading, hiking, and exercising and most
importantly, ministering with love, patience, and kindness to anyone in need.
With an enduring sensitivity to those who may have been overlooked by
others, he would see their unique needs and personality characteristics and
appreciate them. He enjoyed traveling with his wife and capturing many
special memories during overseas travels with the First Presbyterian Church
Choir. As a veteran, he never lost his sincere love his for his country and for
his fellow veterans. A proud member of the American Legion, he was honored
to participate in veteran’s ceremonies for decades after his active duty.
Modest and measured, no one could forget his quick wit and knack for well-
placed one-liners, which made him a special part of any gathering. 

 

Beloved husband of 63 years to Carolyn Rae Kinney; loved father of Matthew
Ward (Yukiko), Jon Dana (Judit), and Rae Anne (Daniel) Alvarez; and
cherished grandfather of Lili Mae, Julian, Marcus, Anna Marie, and Stella
Kinney, Maria Elena, Adam, and Luke Alvarez. 

 

A Memorial Service will be held at the First Presbyterian Church of Lake
Forest, 700 N. Sheridan Road, Lake Forest, IL at 3pm, Sunday, January 22,
2023. The service will be live-streamed at https://firstchurchlf.online.church/. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions in Rev. Kent Ward Kinney’s name
may be made to the First Presbyterian Church of Lake Forest, 700 N.
Sheridan Road, Lake Forest, IL 60045. 

 

For information – Reuland & Turnbough Funeral Directors of Lake Forest,
847-234-9649 or www.RTfunerals.com.



Cemetery Details

First Presbyterian Church Memorial Garden

700 N. Sheridan Road
Lake Forest, IL 60045

Previous Events

Memorial Service

JAN 22. 3:00 PM (CT)

First Presbyterian Church of Lake Forest
700 North Sheridan Road
Lake Forest, IL 60045
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Don Dempsey - December 15, 2022 at 09:37 AM

Memory of Kent Kinney 
 By Don D empsey 

  
If there was ever a minister who had a Pastor's heart, it was Kent
Kinney. He cared deeply for all of God's children. I had the pleasure
of working on the staff of First Presbyterian Church of Lake Forest
with Kent for about five years beginning in 2002. We remained great
friends from that time forth. Kent usually only spoke when he had
something to say and when he did, you knew it was important for
you to listen. His words frequently caught you off guard. He was
very smart. He was often profound. He had a sharp wit. He was just
fun to be around. He seldom ever complained. Most of all he knew
God loved and cared for him. His loving wife, Carolyn of 63 years,
always took care of him and in so many ways that allowed Kent to
spend his life taking care of so many others. 
 
Kent, I miss you dearly, but I know that you are at peace. He often
asked, my wife Meg and I as we leaving their home, "now, Don, you
know the way home?" We always smiled and said, "Yes, Kent we
know the way home." 
 
Kent taught us all by his life and now by his death, how to make that
journey home! 
 
"Well done! Good and Faithful Servant!"
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Don Dempsey - December 14, 2022 at 02:43 PM

If there was ever a minister who had a Pastor's heart, it was Kent
Kinney. He cared deeply for all of God's children. I had a pleasure of
working on the staff of First Presbyterian Church of Lake Forest with
Kent for about five years beginning in 2002. We remained great
friends from that time forth. Kent usually only spoke when he had
something to say and when he did, you knew it was important for
you to listen. His words frequently caught you off guard. He was
very smart. He was often profound. He had a sharp wit. He was just
fun to be around. He seldom ever complained. Most of all he knew
God loved and cared for him. His loving wife, Carolyn of 63 years,
always took care of him and in so many ways that allowed Kent to
spend his life taking care of so many others. 
 
Kent, I miss you dearly, but I know that you are at peace. He often
asked, my wife Meg and I, as we leaving their home, "now, Don,
you know the way home?" We always smiled and said, "Yes, Kent
we know the way home." 
 
Kent taught us all by his life and now by his death, how to make that
journey home! 
 
"Well done! Good and Faithful Servant!"

linda Alpert - December 13, 2022 at 10:16 AM

Such a kind and loving man. He projected true faith thru his life. Will
miss him. 
Linda Alpert


