
Charles S. Waggoner
September 24, 1930 - March 27, 2024

Charles S. Waggoner II, who went by his preferred name “Chuck”, passed
away peacefully on March 27, 2024, in Lake Forest, Illinois. 

 

Chuck, born on September 24,1930, grew up in Grosse Pointe, Michigan, the
oldest of 5 siblings and was born to Dr. C. Stanley and Iliah (McQuade)
Waggoner. Chuck, an eternal optimist, enjoyed life’s simple pleasures and
lived a full life as a self-starter, friend, brother, father and grandfather. 

A proud alumnus of the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor and member of the
Sigma Alpha Epsilon (SAE) fraternity, Chuck earned his Bachelor in Business
Administration (1954), a Master in International Business Administration
(1954) and a Juris Doctorate (1957). He is an emeritus member of the
Michigan, New York and U.S. Virgin Island Bar Associations. While he started
his law career in New York City, Chuck moved to St. Thomas USVI in 1962
with his wife Hilda. He started a saloon named Trader Dan’s near the US
Navy base and opened his law practice in the office above the bar. An avid
boater, he was a charter member of the St. Thomas Yacht Club which has
continued to grow and thrive. Seizing on the growing tourism opportunity in
the islands, he partnered in the development, management and ownership of
the Bolongo Bay Beach Resort and after the birth of his daughter Lisa, was a
Board Chair for the USVI Montessori School. 

 



Chuck lived in St. Thomas for over 55 years. After surviving two catastrophic
category 5 hurricanes (Irma and Maria) that hit two weeks apart in 2017, at
the age of 87, Chuck remained on the island for another 6 months, before
finally deciding to move off island and be closer to family. 

Chuck was a passionate story teller, mentor and counselor. He loved life.
Indeed, his motto was “life is short, eat dessert first”. He loved spending a day
on his boat with friends at Leinster Bay, St. John. He loved a good chocolate,
cigar and glass of bourbon. He was a voracious reader and a tireless fan of
Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey and toe-tapping big band swing. He will be
remembered as adventurous, can-do, fun-loving, and principled. 

As we say farewell to Charles S. Waggoner II, we celebrate a life well-lived.
His spirit will continue to inspire those who knew him. His legacy will live on in
the lives of his family and the many individuals he touched. Chuck's journey
through life was a testament to the power of positivity and the importance of
embracing every adventure with zest. 

 

Chuck is survived by his daughter, Lisa K. Rose and her spouse David J.
Rose; his grandchildren Zachary A. Rose and Nicholas C. Rose; and his
siblings, Bill Waggoner and Janie McAllister. He is preceded in death by his
father, mother and siblings, Don Waggoner and Mary Ann Walton. 

 A Funeral Mass will be held at 11 am on Saturday, April 13, 2024 at St. Patrick
Church, located at 991 S. Waukegan Road, Lake Forest, IL 60045. 

 

For more information – Reuland & Turnbough Funeral Directors of Lake
Forest (847) 234-9649 or www.RTfunerals.com
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Mass

APR 13. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Patrick Church (Little Church)
991 S. Waukegan Road
Lake Forest, IL 60045
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Bob Hoersch - May 22, 2024 at 01:22 AM

Hi I am your cousin Bob Hoersch Marie ‘s son. Chuck was a great
cousin. My best to Bill and Janie and all from from family in
Manhattan Beach CA

Cathie Fieser - April 07, 2024 at 09:46 PM

I have been wondering where and how Uncle Chuck was doing for
the last 16 years since I last spoke with him prior to my mother (his
sister) passing. Lisa, I'd love to reconnect with you if you are open
to that. Please accept my condolences and you are in my thoughts
and prayers.

John Foster - April 06, 2024 at 12:11 PM

I remember so well the formative years in St. Thomas after I arrived
in 1961. I met Charles Waggoner along with Bill & Jim Evans soon
after in 1963. We shared and helped develop the east end of the
island with Chuck at the center with his infectious enthusiasm and
legal knowledge. We all became founding members of the St.
Thomas Yacht Club. Without Chuck's guidance advice and devotion
in completing this major contribution to the island both the St.
Thomas Yacht Club and the Montessori school would not exist
today. I salute you Charles Waggoner you will long be remembered
in the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
 
John Foster
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Lisa Rose - April 17, 2024 at 08:48 PM

Hi John! Thank you for kind remembrances. You were a dear friend to
Chuck and a part of so many great memories and accomplishments.
Warm regards, Lisa


