Jack Allen Roderick
February 20, 1928 - November 22, 2019

Jack Allen Roderick, 91, passed away in his sleep at his home in Lake Forest Place, Lake
Forest, IL on November 22, 2019. He was born February 20, 1928 in Danville, IL to the
late Ralph Allen Roderick and Ruth Agnes Hartley Roderick. At the age of six, his family
moved to Lafayette, IN, where he graduated from Lafayette Jefferson High School where
he first realized his artistic talent. Jack was almost 18 when he enlisted in the Navy in
January, 1946. After boot camp at Camp Peary, VA he was assigned to the USS Amphion
which was an auxiliary repair ship docked in Norfolk, VA.
Jack was a Seaman 1st Class, Yeoman, but once they heard he was an artist, he was
immediately assigned to work on the startup of a ship newspaper and in the library. He
became the Chaplain’s Assistant. He also had special sea detail assignments, such as
working the phones on the bridge.
He was only in the Navy for 22 months before being invited to join an expedition to the
South Pole. Instead, he enrolled at the John Herron Art Institute in Indianapolis to study
fine art. He later transferred to the American Academy of Art in Chicago to study
commercial art.
He met his wife Laurabelle Eby on a blind date and they were married a year later on May
20, 1951. They moved to Lake Bluff, IL where Jack became an illustrator for Encyclopedia
Britannica Films, and also worked at a publishing house and an advertising agency. He
then joined Upjohn International in Kalamazoo, MI as an advertising art director. He retired
from Upjohn in 1990.
In retirement, Jack and Laurabelle enjoyed traveling and spending time with their
grandsons. Jack also had an art studio in downtown Kalamazoo where he painted for his
family.
Jack is survived by his wife Laurabelle, daughter Tura Roderick Cottingham (John
Cottingham) of Evanston, IL, and two grandsons Max Cottingham of Denver, CO and

Clayton Cottingham of Providence, RI.
A memorial service will be held at Lake Forest Place on Saturday, December 21 at 11 a.m.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in Jack’s name to the First United
Methodist Church of Kalamazoo or The Geneva Foundation of Presbyterian Homes.
First United Methodist Church of Kalamazoo
212 South Park Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
The Geneva Foundation of Presbyterian Homes
8707 Skokie Boulevard
Suite 400
Skokie, IL 60077

Events
DEC
21

Memorial Service

11:00AM - 12:00PM

Vail Room of Lake Forest Place
1100 Pembridge Drive, Lake Forest, IL, US, 60045

Comments

“

Wendell & Family purchased the Serene Retreat for the family of Jack Allen
Roderick.

Wendell & Family - December 16, 2019 at 03:14 PM

“

Dear Laurabelle,
What an honor it was to have been your Winchell neighbors for 30+ years. When we
think of the two of you (and that's how we think of you - as two) one of the first
memories that comes to mind is seeing you pass each evening, usually holding
hands, as you leisurely strolled the block at the end of a beautiful summer day. You
always had time to stop and chat and know your neighbors. We also have great
memories of the Sunday afternoon long ago when we enjoyed wine, snacks, and
good conversation poolside (in our backyard) listening to tales of your past. It was
alway fun to hear you two tell a good story. They most often ended with some good,
hearty laughs.
You both, Jack and Laurabelle, were a big part of our lives and we miss your gentle
nature and fun loving spirit.
We were so sorry to learn of Jack's passing. He will be sorely missed.
With Love,
Jenny and Gary Hetrick

Jenny and Gary Hetrick - December 15, 2019 at 08:33 PM

“

Doc & Layna Cottingham purchased the Garden Accent Stone - 'Your memory is...'
for the family of Jack Allen Roderick.

Doc & Layna Cottingham - December 14, 2019 at 12:42 PM

